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MANAGEMENT

Chard Reservoir Local Nature Reserve is a special site
that requires a range of management techniques.
The habitats on site vary from native woodlands to
wildflower meadows, open water to reed beds.Each area
has very different management requirements and the
rangers are kept busy conserving this important array of
species. In the woodlands we have greatly reduced the
exotic species (Laurel and Rhododendron) in an effort
to return to a more balanced native woodland. The
meadows are cut annually and no chemical fertilisers
are used. This approach has left us with an impressive ©
display of marsh orchids in the summer months. Th.e°
reed beds are helped to expand by reducing the number
of willows that out shade them. °

[ ]
Floating rafts have been added to the open watep of
the reservoir to provide resting and nesting places*or
birds, cormorants will often be seen
hanging their wings out to dry.

The meadows in Summer are alive
with wildlife. Visit the buttercup
meadow in June to see a carpet
of Marsh Orchids. In July
these unimproved meadows
supporta healthy population
of Marbled White butterflies,
plus Skipper butterflies and
some Blues. Throughout
the Summer both dragon
and damselflies can be
seen zooming over
the grasslands and
water.
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LOCATION

[]
[ ]
Chard Reservoir Local Nature Reserve is situated onfthe

North East of Chard Town Centre.The Car.Park.is ated a

the end of Oaklands Avenue which,is off the A30

Crewkgme Road.
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The Countryside Service

Chard Reservoir Local Nature Reserve is owned and
managed by South Somerset District Council. A part-
time countryside ranger works from the Nature Reserve
and will be pleased to help and advise visitors. A series
of events and walks run across South Somerset’s
countryside sites each year; to receive more information
about these, or any other aspect of the countryside
service please call 01935 462462 or email
countryside @southsomerset.gov.uk

SSDC,The Council Offices, Brympton Way, Yeovil, Somerset,

BA20 2HT
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Share the Secret
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