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Photos on front cover
91 Hendford Hill (top left)
138 Hendford Hill (top right)
Leaded light bay window at 83 Hendford Hill (mid right)
Hamstone entrance porch at 93 Hendford Hill (bottom right)
Typical gatepier with ashlar and rusticated stone (bottom left)
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Introduction
Conservation areas are areas of ‘special architectural or historic interest the
character or appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance’.
Section 69 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act
1990 imposes a duty on local authorities to identify appropriate parts of their
areas, to designate them as conservation areas and to keep them under
review. Historic areas are now extensively recognised for the contribution they
make to our cultural inheritance, economic well-being and quality of life.
Public support for the conservation and enhancement of areas of architectural
and historic interest is well established. By suggesting continuity and stability,
such areas provide points of reference in a rapidly changing world: they
represent the familiar and cherished local scene. Over 9000 have been
designated nationally since they were introduced in 1967 and there are
currently almost 90 in South Somerset.
The District Council is required by the Planning (Listed Buildings and
Conservation Areas) Act 1990 to define the special interest and publish
proposals for the preservation and enhancement of conservation areas.
Conservation area appraisals contribute to the fulfillment of this requirement.
In order that designation is effective in conserving the special interest,
planning decisions must be based on a thorough understanding of the
Conservation Area’s character. Appraisals are therefore essential tools for the
planning process and to manage informed intervention. They will provide a
sound basis, defensible on appeal, for the relevant development plan policies
and development control decisions and will form the framework for effective
management of change. The appraisal should provide the District Council and
the local community with a clear idea of what features and details contribute
to the character of the conservation area. The more clearly the character or
special interest of a conservation area is defined, the easier it is to manage
without damaging that interest.
The appraisal document follows the content recommended in advice from
English Heritage, ‘Guidance on Conservation Area Appraisals’ published by
English Heritage/ Planning Advisory Service/ DCMS 2006.
Summary of special interest – the area’s key characteristics
 Linear built form following Hendford Hill and Lovers Lane – C19th
development alongside a key route into Yeovil.
 Predominantly large detached and semi-detached villa properties set in
spacious gardens. Many of good architectural quality with original
features retained. Good quality brickwork and ashlar Hamstone.
 Three listed buildings - the Quicksilver Mail, 114 Hendford and
Hendford Cottage.
 Significant treescape along the road and behind properties.
 Good quality boundary walls and gate piers, providing a well defined
edge to the street.
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Prominent C19th cutting to improve gradient of hill defines the southern
section of the road.
The ‘holloway’ of the old Roman road from Dorchester to Ilchester, now
part of the Country Park and known as ‘Lovers Lane’. This Lane offers
a pleasant contrast to the busy main road.

ASSESSMENT OF SPECIAL INTEREST
Location & Setting
Hendford Hill is located to the southwest of Yeovil town centre and is within
the urban area of Yeovil. The Hill runs downhill to the northeast, towards the
town centre. It was once surrounded by open fields on either side and stood
on its own as a leafy C19th suburb. Residential, commercial and industrial
development now exists on the northwest side, although a substantial buffer
of open space still exists, separating the upper half of Hendford Hill from the
modern development. In contrast the southeast side of the Hill still maintains
its relationship with open parkland. Historically much of this land formed the
wider parkland and pleasure grounds to Aldon House. It now forms the
popular Yeovil Country Park, under the care of the District Council. The
Country Park covers 127 acres from the southern end of Lovers Lane to the
riverside walk off Lyde Road on the eastern side of the town.

Lovers Lane (above),
typical C19th Villas (top right),
and Hendford Hill cutting (right)

General character and plan form
The area is focused on two roads – Hendford Hill and Lovers Lane. These
represented key transport routes from Dorchester to Yeovil and Ilchester.
Lovers Lane is an undeveloped wooded lane set in a cutting that now serves
as a footpath. The more gentle and straight incline of Hendford Hill was
developed primarily through the C19th with large villa properties. These are
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mainly detached and of considerable architectural quality, positioned back
from the road in generously proportioned gardens. Many of these feature
good quality boundary walls and gate piers, providing a valuable definition to
the edge of the road. The steep cutting on the southeastern side of the top
half of the Hill is a significant character feature. Towards the northern end of
the Hill the railway bridge is a significant feature, taking the road over the
railway line, which sits in a brick lined cutting. Southwoods is a C20th road
that runs parallel to the Hill. The properties at the lower end are good quality
and relate well to the main road. The Hill is marked at either end by a pub –
the Quicksilver Mail to the south and the Railway Hotel at the northern end.
1903 OS map

Historic Development
Lovers Lane pre-dates
Hendford Hill as part of the
old Roman road between
Dorchester and Ilchester.
Historically
the
route
continued north down the
hill by Rustywell towards a
Roman Farmstead at the
bottom,
which
was
excavated in the 1920’s.
Lovers Lane follows two
routes. The more easterly
route that is now truncated
by housing at the southern
end is considered to be the
original line of the road.
The Yeovil & District
Turnpike Trust was set up
in 1753 and set to work
immediately to create a
new road, although it is not
clear whether this was the upper section of Hendford Hill that we now know or
the second line of Lovers Lane. However the most important road of the
Turnpike Trust went from Yeovil to Haselbury Bridge, so it is most likely that
the upper (southern) section of the road was cut in the mid C18th.
Buildings began to appear in the early C19th. The 1842 Tithe map shows a
very small scattering of buildings including the Quicksilver Mail, cottages at
Rustywell and Hendford Cottage.
The railway line was built in 1854 to connect Hendford Halt Station to Yeovil
Pen Mill. This connected the Bristol to Exeter line with the Wiltshire, Somerset
and Weymouth Railway. The cutting at the northern end of Hendford Hill now
forms part of the Yeovil Country Park.
Development increased more rapidly following the introduction of the railway.
The 1888 OS map shows that the majority of properties on the northwest side
of the road had been erected at this stage.
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Although properties here are now mainly residential, a substantial nursery is
shown on the C19th and early C20th maps occupying most of the land
between the railway bridge and the end of Rustywell. Greystones, with its
imposing four storey elevation, was used as a girls school; described in 1906
as a ‘High Class Home School for Girls’.
Archaeology
The majority of what we see today dates from the C19th, with a couple of
C18th buildings, and represents a peripheral area of the town.
However, the area does have some interesting layers of history. There have
been a few historic finds, including a gold torc, roman coin and some Iron Age
pottery. There are also numerous WWII related structures such as air raid
shelters and a pillbox. Therefore, the area is likely to have further
archaeological potential.
SPATIAL ANALYSIS
Character and interrelationship of spaces
The spatial character of the area is linear and well defined by its close
association to Hendford Hill. The key spaces are:
 The green southern end,
with
the
prominent
Quicksilver Mail pub, with
the ever increasing vista
on the descent of the Hill.
(southern end pictured right)





The prominent trees and
finger post at the southern
end of Lovers Lane
The railway cutting and
Yeovil stone bridge
The well defined stretch of
road to the southern end,
with the sharp cutting on
one side facing well
defined
property
boundaries. (view southwards
pictured right)





The gentle characterful
slope of Lovers Lane, a
sharp contrast to the
hustle and bustle of the
main road.
The open space and trees
on the northwest side,
sloping down towards
Lysander Road
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Key views and vistas
The conservation area is largely focused inwards, so key views and vistas are
not a strong feature. However, a small number are worth noting:
 The vistas in both directions along the length of the Hill, strongly defined at
the edge of the road by boundaries, trees and the cutting.
 The much shorter vistas along Lovers Lane, defined by the route of the
path and position of trees.
 The vista through the railway cutting in both directions, taking in the view
of the rusticated Yeovil stone road bridge.






Vista from Hendford Hill southeast into Southwoods, taking in the
backdrop of the Country Park, with the brick and ashlar property ‘New
Chapter’ in the fore-ground. (photographed above)
View north from the south end of Southwoods towards Pen Hill.
Vista of the prominent Quicksilver Mail when approached along
Dorchester Road from the southeast.
View back up towards Hendford Hill from Lysander Road to the northwest,
taking in the large belt of trees.

Character Analysis
Buildings are nearly all set back a
generous distance from the road
and often sit on elevated ground.
Although many front gardens are
used for car parking, plots are
usually still well defined against the
road with stone and brick walls and
gate piers. There are two terrace
groups; but the majority of the
properties are large detached or
semi detached dwellings, typical of
leafy edge of town C19th
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development. The southern half
of the hill has a slightly tighter
character due to the strong
presence of the cutting on the
southeast side of the road.
Further north the road has a more
spacious and open setting.
Buildings are orientated to face
the road, and are often roughly
square in plan. They feature
particularly
well-composed
elevations, with a mix of gables
(some projecting) and straight eaves. The buildings feature rich architectural
ornamentation through the use of fine window details and surrounds, and
decorative masonry - although the designs are never fussy or overdone.

Buildings are primarily of a generous double storey scale, although there are
a number of taller buildings and many with original attic level accommodation.
The obvious exceptions to the two-storey form are Greystones (three storeys
plus attic), Braggchurch (with two stories, a basement and attic level), and
numbers 81 and 83 (both with a full three-storey element). The Quicksilver
Mail itself is reported to have once been a full three-storey building. The lower
storey was lost when the road level was altered.
Building Uses
The buildings are primarily residential, although there are some exceptions to
this. Each end of the conservation area is marked by a public house. Both
buildings were built for this purpose and are still in use today. A substantial
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Care Home has been erected at the southern end of the hill, a couple of
former dwellings are now used as offices, and one is used as a children’s
nursery.
Key Buildings and Structures
There are three listed buildings in the conservation area:
The Quicksilver Mail is a
particularly key building due to its
prominent position at the southern
end of the Hill and prominent in
the approach from the south.

The Quicksilver Mail
114 Hendford (also known as The
White
House)
is
a
well
proportioned mid C19th villa, with
a typical low hipped slate roof with
wide eaves and perfectly arranged
sash windows. It sits in a spacious
plot with a long back garden and is
currently used as offices. It’s
setting is compromised however
by the large area of tarmac in its
foreground.
114 Hendford

Hendford Cottage

Hendford Cottage is also used as
offices for the adjacent builders
merchants. Although it initially
appears similar to No. 114, it is
approximately 100 years older,
with a more traditional steeply
pitched roof with coped gables
and characterful oval bulls-eye
windows in each gable. Hendford
Cottage and the Quicksilver Mail
are the oldest properties on the
Hill.
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As the area has a strong consistent quality, nearly all of the remaining
buildings are key unlisted buildings:
166 Hendford Hill
A large detached hamstone ashlar house, featuring
wide bays with original sash windows with stained
glass transom lights.
162, 160, 158 and 156 Hendford Hill
Two matching pairs of semi-detached dwellings,
constructed in Yeovil stone with Hamstone ashlar
detailing, including projecting flat pediments above
window and door openings. No.s 162 and 158 feature
projecting square bays on the ground floor.
154 & 152 (Greystones) Hendford Hill
A prominent relatively flat fronted pair of dwellings
constructed in polychromatic Blue Lias and Doulting
stone with gothic arch window openings and two ashlar
stone bay windows.
146 & 144 Hendford Hill
A pair of detached 2 ½ storey properties constructed in
ashlar Hamstone, with Doulting quoins.

142 Hendford Hill
A more modest detached villa, although still featuring
ashlar Bath or Doulting stone and decorative cornice.
Suffering from standard replacement windows.

138 Hendford Hill
Although there is some variation in detail (compare the
lintels) this single house is very similar to 146 and 144.

136 Hendford Hill
This is a more compact property, constructed in crisp
Hamstone ashlar with projecting architraves around
windows and an elegant cornice at the head of the
ground floor openings.
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134 & 132 Hendford Hill
A pair of well decorated brick houses, with hamstone
dressings. Brick frieze between first and second floor
and gothic arch relief in brick under the decorative
barge boards. Heavy curved stone cornice supporting
the gutter.
130 & 128 Hendford Hill
Pair of mid C19th rendered villas.
compromised by replacement windows.

Character

116, 118, 120, 122, 124 and 126 Hendford Hill
More modest row of late C19th houses, featuring
veranda porches, decorative cornice and string course.
The house at the north end is the most complete, with
original windows and door.
106 Hendford Hill
Early C20th house, with a commercial character at
ground floor level – related to the nursery that
occupied this site in the late C19th and early C20th.
Good quality brickwork with narrow joints and
projecting string courses and original sash windows at
first floor.
63 (Railway Hotel) Hendford Hill
A prominent C19th public house with outbuildings. It
stands at the northern end of historic Hendford Hill,
separating it from the C20th Horsey Roundabout. It is
built in Yeovil stone with lots of Hamstone dressings,
including a prominent pediment gable at the front
incorporating a painted sign.
65, 67, 69 & 71 Hendford Hill (‘Aldon Terrace’)
Two storey terrace of four dwellings with attic rooms,
that form a good group with the Railway Hotel. C19th
brick with Hamstone dressings, decorative barge
boards, ridge tiles and string courses.
The Old Stable, Somerset Place
Former stable building to rear of Railway Hotel
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1 – 6 Somerset Place
A terrace of small brick cottages with simple detailing
such as chamfered brick arches and reveals around
openings. Prominent and important to the setting of the
cutting and bridge.
Railway Bridge
Elegant Yeovil Stone Bridge, constructed to support
the road when the railway cutting was introduced.

79 Hendford Hill
Small brick Lodge unusual for use of rat trap bond
brickwork. The Lodge formally served as an entrance
to Aldon House, through the romantic C19th parkland.
1, 3, 5 & 7 Southwoods
A pair of early C20th semi-detached dwellings. They
are 2.5 stories high constructed in brick, with render to
the upper stories. The detailing is simple, with a
modest string course and exposed rafter feet at the
eaves.
New Chapter, Southwoods
This large house is of a similar date and is now divided
into two. It is a significant focal point when looking into
Southwoods from Hendford Hill.

81 & 83 Hendford Hill
Two handsome and richly detailed large Edwardian
Arts and Crafts style villas. They feature dark framed
leaded lights on the ground floor set in brick walls with
roughcast render above. The slate roofs are finished
with sprocketed eaves and exposed rafter feet.
91 Hendford Hill
One of two very large houses on this side of the road.

93 Hendford Hill (Braggchurch)
The second of the very large houses on this side,
featuring a large Hamstone entrance porch and a
projecting bay with turret. Distinctive dark red brick with
lots of ashlar stone detailing, but without being overly
fussy. Now divided into flats.
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Materials
Walls materials
There is a fair mix of walling materials throughout the area, although brick is
the most common. There are groups of buildings where similar materials have
been used together such as the half brick and half render buildings around the
end of Southwoods, and the ashlar Hamstone buildings towards the southern
end. The brick is mostly of a typical Somerset orangey tone, although some
are more red such as the brick at Braggchurch.

There is a scattering of stone buildings. Some are constructed in rubble Yeovil
stone with ashlar dressings and a few are built wholly in ashlar stone –
predominantly Hamstone. Greystones is unique in its use of polychromatic
stone, mixed horizontal bands of Blue Lias and Doulting stones.
Ashlar Hamstone (and in some cases creamy Doulting stone) is used for
dressing openings and architectural ornamentation. Particularly good
examples feature on buildings such as Braggchurch.
Brickwork is regularly broken up with decorative string courses and the use of
‘specials’ to enliven facades (such as 134 & 132 and Aldon Terrace).
Roofs
There is an even mix of slate and plain clay tile roof coverings. There is very
little profiled clay tile (double roman etc).
Roofs are a mix of gable and hipped form, with many at shallow pitches
typical of the C19th villa style. Eaves project with decorated barge boards and
eaves cornices or exposed rafter feet.
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There are occasional examples
of dormer windows, with either
a gable, pent or flat roof form.
Chimneys
corbelling.

are

brick

with

Windows
Although the area has suffered from poor quality modern replacement
windows, there is still an significant number of original timber sash windows.
Sashes are primarily well proportioned single panes. Some sashes are each
divided with a single horizontal glazing bar, which give a distinctive
appearance. There are several other variations including stained glass
transoms above, margin glazing bars, a one third top sash to two thirds
bottom sash division.

The older listed buildings all feature small pane sash windows, reflecting their
age. A few properties feature more modest casement windows, such as the
buildings around the end of Southwoods. These have primarily been replaced
in uPVC but the general proportion has been retained.
There are three properties with very characterful leaded light bay windows on
the ground floor set in a frame of chunky mullions and transoms in either
timber or stone.
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Doors
Where original doors still exist they are typical four or six panelled doors of the
period, usually with a traditional painted finish.

Details and local features
Ashlar stone gate piers are a strong and important local feature along the
road frontage. These are set off well by good quality adjoining boundary walls.
There is a characterful variety of piers generally constructed of Hamstone;
some feature rusticated stone, some with flat slab tops. Wall materials include
stone, brick with ashlar stone course, herringbone stone along the edge of
Lovers Lane and in some places on the Hill. Wall copings include flat sabs
and cock and hen.

On
the
whole
boundaries
are
mainly defined by
stone or brick walls.
Some
are
supplemented with
hedges. Very few
have timber fences,
and where these do
exist
they
are
clearly contrary to
the local character.
The gate piers are set off by painted lettering, and stone paving in some
cases.
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The traditional finger post sign at the end of Lovers Lane is of value.

Tree lined area at the top of the Hill (above)
Ginkgo Biloba (above right)
Lovers Lane (right)

Green Spaces and Trees
Hendford Hill is one of the leafiest
areas of Yeovil. It is characterised
by large front gardens planted with
specimen trees, often under-planted
with
shrubs.
The
particular
emphasis on evergreens including
Cedar, Yew, Western Red Cedar,
Lucombe Oak, Lawson Cypress and
Monkey Puzzle bears testament to
Victorian
tastes.
Deciduous
specimens include Copper beech
and Ginkgo biloba.
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Significant green spaces and trees include:
 The mature oaks that run parallel with the old railway, forming a strong
linear feature at the lower end of the Hill
 The belt of trees and open space along the southwest side of the Hill,
separating it from modern housing development.
 Lovers Lane, part of the leafy Country Park, provides a very pleasant
contrast to the main road.
 The back drop of the wider Country Park to the southeast is a very
significant feature that contributes to the area’s leafy character.

Colours
The area is characterised
by the warm orangey- red
colours of the bricks and
tiles, mixed with the
muted buff colours of the
local stones (Hamstone,
Yeovil stone and Doulting
stone). There are no
bright colours in the area
other than the white
rendered
and
cream
finishes of a small number
of
buildings
and
occasional bright colours
of painted joinery.

General condition, problems and enhancement opportunity
The area suffers from the heavy traffic on the main road, which is part of the
busy A30 and forms one of the main routes into the Town Centre. The
associated signage, highways engineering and painting of the road surface
detract from the area’s character.
The area is in fair condition. It has a high proportion of properties in multiple
occupation or divided into flats, which often leads to a poor level of grounds
maintenance around a property, lots of parked cars and wheelie bins. Further
division of properties must be carefully considered in the future by managing
parking and bin storage more successfully. Other issues in the area include:
-

Prominent parking in front of buildings such as the Railway Hotel,
Hendford Cottage and Greystones.
The poor condition of ancillary features that make up the streetscene,
such as boundary walls and gate piers.
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-

-

The inappropriate replacement of historic features such as doors,
windows, barge boards and roof covering, with poor modern
alternatives.
The lack of availability of Yeovil Stone for repairs and sympathetic
extensions.
Inappropriate painting of surfaces that should be left unpainted, such
as two of the houses on Aldon Terrace.
Large advertising billboard on the side of Aldon Terrace that dominates
the terrace when approaching from the south.
Signage and event advertising on the Quicksilver Mail.
The bulky dormers on the rear of Somerset Terrace, facing the Country
Park.
Fly typing on the development plot at the end of Southwoods.

An Article 4 Direction has been made to remove permitted development rights
for alterations to front elevations of buildings and to boundary walls and gate
piers – to encourage the retention of remaining original details and features
significant to the character of the area.
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Map of the designated area
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