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1.0

INTRODUCTION

1.1

This document has been prepared by RPS, on behalf of their client Gleeson Strategic
Land as a Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) for archaeological mitigation on land
at Templecombe, Somerset.

1.2

Following consultation with the Senior Historic Environment Officer at SW Heritage who
advise the LPA on archaeological matters, it has been agreed that the impact from the
proposed development on the archaeological interest on the site can be mitigated by a
programme of archaeological work in accordance with this WSI following consent.

1.3

This document includes the framework for a programme of archaeological trial
trenching,

excavation,

and

monitoring.

These

measures

cover

all

potential

archaeological mitigation measures. It has been prepared in accordance with all
relevant

guidelines,

including

those

set

down

by

the

Chartered

Institute

for

Archaeologists (CIfA), Historic England (HE) and the Somerset Archaeological Handbook
(SW Heritage Trust 2017).
1.4

The archaeological fieldwork will be undertaken in line with a requirement of a suitably
worded planning condition stating that this WSI will be complied with.

1.5

No construction can commence until the archaeological mitigation measures have been
implemented in accordance with this WSI.

1.6

This WSI includes the detailed methodology for a programme of archaeological trial
trenching. It has been approved by the Senior Historic Environment Officer at South
West Heritage who advise the LPA on archaeological matters. A detailed method
statement for all subsequent phases of mitigation will be produced by the appointed
archaeological contractor ahead of any subsequent phase of archaeological work in
accordance with this WSI. Each method statement will provide the objective of the
archaeological works and the investigation and reporting methodology. Each method
statement will need to be approved by the Senior Historic Environment Officer at South
West Heritage who advise the LPA on archaeological matters Historic Environment
Advisor prior to the start of the archaeological works.

1.7

Specialist advice will be sought from the Historic England Regional Science Advisor (HE)
and the method statements will include provision for SW Heritage to monitor the
archaeological work as appropriate on behalf of the LPA.
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1.8

Each phase of archaeological work will produce an archaeological report which will
satisfy the method statement for that phase of work and determine whether further
work is required. The report will be submitted to SW Heritage for approval before
submission to the LPA.

1.9

On completion of all archaeological works a post -excavation assessment report will be
prepared. The report will include details of any further analysis that may be required
prior to the publication of the results. The report will include proposals for publication in
a suitable journal.
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2.0

GEOLOGY AND TOPOGRAPHY

2.1

The British Geological Survey data (BGS Map Viewer) indicates that the site is located
on a mixed geological base comprising Cornbrash Formation – Limestone and Forest
Marble Formation – Mudstone. There are no superficial deposits recorded.

2.2

The study site lies on east/north-east facing slope of a natural ridge. It slopes steeply
downwards from south-west to east/north-east from approximately 100m AOD in the
west of the site down to c90m AOD in the east. The farm buildings in the centre of the
site occupy a plateau that drops steeply to the north and north-east. No natural water
courses cross the site.
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3.0

ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND

3.1

The archaeological desk-based assessment (CgMs 2019) has provided the detailed
archaeological

background

to

the

Site

which

is

supported

by

the

results

of

archaeological investigations undertaken by Time Team in 1995 (Harding 1995) and AC
Archaeology in 2004 (AC Archaeology 2004). In addition, a recent geophysical survey
undertaken across the site (minus the north-west of the site previously investigated and
the north-east of the site) provides further evidence of the archaeological baseline
conditions (Archaeological Surveys Ltd 2019).
3.2

The only evidence of prehistoric activity recorded within a 1km radius of the study site
comprises a prehistoric field boundary ditch of possibly Early to mid-Iron Age date,
recorded during archaeological trial trenching approximately 100m north-east of the
study site. No evidence of prehistoric activity was recorded during the archaeological
investigations undertaken at the site in 1995 and 2004. Consequently, based on the
paucity of evidence the site is considered to have a low/nil potential for evidence of in
situ prehistoric occupation.

3.3

No evidence of Roman occupation has been recorded within a 1km radius of the study
site and no evidence of roman occupation was recorded during the archaeological
investigations undertaken at the site in 1995 and 2004. A single residual sherd of
Roman pottery was recorded. Consequently, the archaeological potential for Roman
settlement evidence on the site is considered to be low/nil.

3.4

The site of a Medieval Preceptory of the Knights Templar and a later Commandary of
the Knights Hospitallers has been previously associated with the study site and the
Manor House located to the west. Part of a surviving wall which could relate to a chapel
mentioned in records dating to 1514 has previously been recorded as forming part of
the northern perimeter wall of the farmhouse on the boundary of the study site. The
location of the chapel is anticipated to lie outside of the application site on the location
of the current Manor Farmhouse.

3.5

The site has been subject to a previous earthwork survey, geophysical survey and
targeted trial trenching to determine the origin of the earthworks on the site and the
potential for remains associated with the Preceptory. The earthwork survey undertaken
in 1995 for the television programme Time Team covered the entire application site.
Subsequent targeted trial trenching in 1995 targeted 6 trenches on the results of the
survey predominantly in the north-west of the site but in addition two were located to
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the southwest. Further trenching in 2004 concentrated on the north western part of the
application site comprised the excavation of 8 trenches.
3.6

The results of these investigations were unfortunately conflicting, but the 2004
investigations confirmed that whilst Medieval remains of a possible timber structure or
fenceline are located in the north-west of the site, no stone structural remains clearly
related to the Medieval Preceptory were identified in this part of the site. In fact, walls
identified by Time Team as potentially Medieval were confirmed by the later 2004
excavations to relate to the Post Medieval period following the dissolution. However,
these walls could potentially mark the eastern and western line of the former
Preceptory boundary.

3.7

Whilst the precise location of the preceptory is still not proven, if the remains of the
chapel wall follow the perimeter of the current farmhouse then the preceptory building
ranges could be located closeby. The conclusions of the 2004 evaluation suggest that
whilst the investigations recorded no evidence of stone buildings, there is a potential for
evidence in the area that predominantly lies under the footprint of the current
farmhouse and outside of the application site. Within the farm yard which lies within the
application site and to the south of the farmhouse, a possible truncated wall footing was
observed during the investigations in 2004 suggesting that significantly truncated
remains may survive within the application site within the farmyard and beneath the
large modern agricultural buildings. The recent geophysical survey undertaken did not
find any evidence of buried structural remains outside of the current building footprint.

3.8

The possible earthwork remains of garden features relating to the 17th century manor
house were recorded in the north-west and north-east of the site during the Time Team
investigations in 1995. These garden features could be of 17th-19th date. Evidence of
demolition of buildings potentially associated with the Manor House were recorded
during the programme of later trial trenching. The archaeological potential for
significant Late Post Medieval/modern evidence across the remainder of the site is
considered to be low.

3.9

The results of the survey indicate a number of potential features in the northern part of
the site that could pre-date the extant earthworks. In the south eastern part of the site,
discrete positive responses appear to cluster and could relate to pit-like features of
archaeological potential, although this is uncertain. In the southern part of the site, a
number of weakly positive linear anomalies are likely to relate to former ditch-like
features and may also be of archaeological potential. These results suggest evidence of
activity of potential Medieval/Post Medieval and Modern date but no evidence of the of
6
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the Preceptory or later Commandary buildings were identified. In addition, evidence of
activity pre-dating the Medieval period may be present.
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4.0

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

4.1

The General Aims of the archaeological mitigation is:

•

To preserve the archaeological evidence contained within the site by record and to
attempt a reconstruction of the history and use of the site;

•

To mitigate the loss of the archaeological remains within the areas of significant
archaeological potential;

•

To record all archaeological remains encountered in detail;

•

To determine the location, extent, date, character, condition, significance and quality of
the archaeological remains within the area of mitigation;

•

To seek to clarify the nature and extent of existing disturbance and intrusions and
hence assess the degree of archaeological survival of buried deposits and any surviving
structures of archaeological significance;

•

To inform the scope and nature of any further archaeological work that may be required
or the formation of a mitigation strategy or a management strategy;

•

To assess the artefactual and environmental potential of the archaeological deposits
encountered;

•

To assess the archaeological features in line with relevant research agendas;

•

To consider the site within its local, regional and national context as appropriate;

•

To produce a site archive for deposition with an appropriate museum, and to provide
information for accession to the Somerset HER, to ensure the long-term survival of the
excavated data.

4.2

Site specific objectives will be set out clearly in the separate method statements
produced for each phase of archaeological work. Where physical preservation is likely to
be considered as a mitigation option, the primary factors affecting the present state of
preservation and the direct and indirect affect of the proposed development should also
be considered.

4.3

Research Framework

4.3.1 The programme of archaeological investigation will be conducted within the general
research parameters and objectives defined by the South-West Regional Research
Framework ‘The Archaeology of South-West England South-West Archaeological
Research Framework Resource Assessment and Research Agenda’ (Webster et al 2007)
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and ‘The archaeology of South West England South West Archaeological Research
Framework Research Strategy 2012-2017 (Gove and Croft et al 2012).

9

JAC25620

Written Scheme of Investigation for Archaeological Mitigation
Land at Templecombe, Somerset

5.0

MITIGATION

5.1

Field Evaluation

5.1.1 A total of up to 33 trenches (31x 30mx1.8m 1x 20m trench and 1x 10m trench) will be
excavated. The agreed trench locations are subject to change once the fieldwork has
commenced to react to the findings on the ground eg if a trench shows that a particular
group of anomalies are natural, any further trenches that were assigned to look at
these anomalies will be relocated as appropriate. Any changes to the trench layout will
be undertaken following consultation with the Senior Historic Environment Officer at SW
Heritage.
5.1.2 The results of the evaluation will provide the basis for considering further mitigation
measures.
Evaluation Techniques
1)

Following any demolition and breaking out and removal of any concrete slabs,
trenches should be opened by mechanical excavator, with removal of all
undifferentiated topsoil down to the first significant archaeological horizon or top
of the natural sequence whichever comes first. The machine should remove a
level spit of no more than 0.25m depth moving along the length of the trench.
Successive spits may be similarly removed until the first significant archaeological
horizon is reached. That level should be cleaned in plan using a wide blade,
ditching bucket or similar, with no teeth.

If the machine has to re-enter the

trench, care should be taken to ensure that it does not damage underlying
remains, particularly in soft conditions.

The machine must not be used to cut

arbitrary trial trenches down to natural deposits, without regard to the
archaeological stratification and leaving a section record only. All machine work
must be under archaeological supervision from an appropriately qualified and
experienced contractor and should cease immediately if significant evidence is
revealed.
2)

The machine used should be powerful enough for a clean job of work and able to
mound spoil neatly, a safe distance from trench edges. Mini garden excavators or
bulldozers are not suitable.
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3)

Initially examination of all archaeological deposits should be by hand with
cleaning, examination and recording both in plan and section. The objective is to
define remains rather than totally remove them.

Full excavation should be

confined to the least significant remains (e.g. dumped layers) which may allow
underlying stratigraphy and features to be exposed and recorded.

Within

significant levels partial excavation, half-sectioning, the recovery of dating
evidence, sampling and the cleaning and recording of structures is preferable to
full excavation. Depending on the stratigraphy revealed, sieving and flotation of
fills (at the appropriate mesh level) should be undertaken to recover small flint
flakes/metalwork (i.e. a control sample of artefacts).
4)

Archaeological excavation may require work by pick and shovel or occasionally
further use of the machine. Such techniques are only appropriate for the removal
of homogeneous or low-grade deposits which may give a ‘window’ into underlying
levels. They must not be used on complex stratigraphy and the deposits to be
removed must have been properly recorded first.

Casual “mattock testing” of

features of uncertain archaeological value must not be undertaken without the
prior approval of the Senior Historic Environment Officer at SW Heritage.

The

depth and nature of all colluvial or other masking deposits must be established
across the site.
5)

Particular care should be taken not to damage any areas containing significant
remains which might merit preservation in situ.

Such evidence would normally

include deep or complex stratification settlement evidence and structures.

The

Senior Historic Environment Officer at SW Heritage must be informed immediately
if remains likely to be of national significance are encountered. Such areas should
be protected and not left open to the weather, or other forms of deterioration
whilst investigation will not be at the expense of any structures, features or finds
which might reasonably be considered to merit preservation, it is important that a
sufficient sample is studied.
6)

In the event of discovery of any human remains (articulated or disarticulated,
cremated or unburnt), a Ministry of Justice Licence will be obtained prior to any
further disturbance (including where remains are to be left in situ). Initially the
remains will be left in situ, covered and protected, pending discussions with the
Senior Historic Environment Officer at SW Heritage regarding the need for and
appropriateness of their excavation/removal or sampling as part of the works.
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Where deemed appropriate, the human remains will be fully recorded, excavated
and removed from the Site in compliance with the Ministry of Justice Licence.
7)

Metal detector searches should take place at all stages of the evaluation.

8)

Topsoil, subsoil and archaeological deposits are to be kept separate during the
evaluation to allow sequential backfilling.

Access and Safety
9)

Reasonable access to the site is to be arranged for representatives of the Local
Planning Authority and the Senior Historic Environment Officer at SW Heritage
who may wish to make site inspections to ensure that the archaeological
investigations are progressing satisfactorily.

10)

All relevant health and safety regulations must be followed. A general health and
safety risk assessment must be provided by the Archaeological Contractor. In
particular the machine should be kept away from unsupported trench edges and
public access routes should be supervised and controlled. Barriers, hoardings and
warning notices should be installed as appropriate. Safety helmets are to be used
by all personnel as necessary.

The Archaeological Contractor will provide

appropriate toilet and washing facilities for site staff.
11)

No personnel are to work in deep unsupported excavations.

Trenches deeper

than 1.2m will have to be stepped or battered back.
12)

Where there is reason to believe from previous uses that the ground may be
contaminated, the Archaeological Contractor must include arrangements for
pollution sampling and testing before any site work takes place.

A search for

public utility or other services will also be undertaken by the Archaeological
Contractor prior to commencement.
13)

The archaeological organisation must be satisfied that the applicant or developer
has provided all information reasonably obtainable on contamination and the
location of live services before any site work takes place.

14)

All archaeological trenches should be backfilled upon completion, for safety
reasons, unless given written instructions to the contrary.
12
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Recording Systems
15)

The recording system must be fully compatible with that most widely used
elsewhere in the County. Context sheets should include all relevant stratigraphic
relationships and for complex stratigraphy a separate matrix diagram should be
employed.

This matrix should be fully checked during the course of the

evaluation. If there is any doubt over recording techniques the guidance of the
Senior Historic Environment Officer at SW Heritage will be sought.
16)

The site archive will be so organised as to be compatible with other archaeological
archives produced in the County.

Individual descriptions of all archaeological

strata and features excavated or exposed will be entered onto prepared pro-forma
recording sheets.

Sample recording sheets, sample registers, finds recording

sheets, access catalogues, and photo record cards will also be used.

This

requirement for archival compatibility extends to the use of computerised
database.
17)

A site location plan comprising a general plan (e.g. OS 1:1250) showing the
investigation area and development site in relation to the surrounding locality and
street pattern will be provided.

18)

This will be supplemented by trench plans at 1:500, which will show the location
of the areas investigated in relationship to the investigation area, OS grid and site
grid (if any). The locations of the OS bench marks used and site TBMs will also be
identified.

19)

Archaeological plans; some record of the full extent in plan of all archaeological
deposits must be made.

All significant deposits that significantly affect the

interpretation of the site and relate to the evaluation objectives should be formally
planned in relation to the trench and OS grid and be at a scale of 1:10 or 1:20.
Single context planning is required on deeply stratified sites.
20)

Sections containing significant deposits, including half sections, should be drawn
as appropriate. Upon completion of the trench at least one long section is to be
drawn, including a profile of the top of natural deposits (extrapolated from cut
features etc. if the test pit has not been fully excavated).

In addition to the

excavation of man made deposits some assessment of “naturally deposited” levels
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will be necessary, especially when these are organically preserved and laid down
within archaeological timescales. Sections should have the location of samples
marked.
21)

All archaeological plans and sections should be on drawing film at a scale of 1:10
or 1:20 and should include context numbers and OD spot heights for all principal
strata and features.

22)

An adequate photographic record of any significant archaeological remains is
required, in both plan and section, illustrating in both detail and general context
the principal features and finds discovered.

This will consist of black and white

prints and colour transparencies (on 35mm film) supported by standard digital
photography. The photographic record will also include working shots to illustrate
more generally the nature of the archaeological operation mounted.

The

transparencies will be mounted in suitable frames.
23)

A Harris Matrix stratification diagram should be compiled and fully checked during
the course of the excavations.

Finds and Samples
24)

The strategy for sampling archaeological and environmental deposits and
structures (which can include soils, timbers, animal bone and human burials) will
be developed in consultation with the Senior Historic Environment Officer at SW
Heritage and the Historic England Scientific Advisor during fieldwork.

25)

A high priority should be given to dating any remains and so all artefacts and
finds are to be retained. Consideration should also be given to the recovery of
specialist samples for scientific analysis, particularly samples for absolute dating,
structural materials and cultural/environmental evidence. Different sampling
strategies may be employed according to established research targets and the
perceived importance of the strata under investigation. Minimum levels of data
acquisition should be defined according to the “information recovery levels”
summarised by Carver (1987). The default data acquisition level for all premodern assemblages is level D. Close attention will be given to sampling for date,
structure and environment.
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26)

A high priority will be given to the sampling of river and other anaerobic deposits
(such as peat) where organic materials may be preserved.

27)

Organic samples will be subject to appropriate specialist analysis. There may be a
requirement to submit timbers to dendrochronological analysis and to process
some samples to provide Radiocarbon dating. Other forms of specialist analysis
may also be appropriate.

28)

The finds retrieval policies of the County Council will be adopted. All identified
finds and artefacts will be retained, although certain classes of building material
can sometimes be discarded after recording if an appropriate sample is retained.
No finds will, however, be discarded without the prior approval of the Senior
Historic Environment Officer at SW Heritage.

29)

All finds and samples will be treated in a proper manner and to the standards of
the UK Institute of Conservators Guidelines. All sampling will be undertaken in
accordance with appropriate Historic England guidelines including Environmental
Archaeology (2011), Geoarchaeology: Using Earth Sciences to understand the
archaeological record (2015), Animal Bones and Archaeology Guidelines for Best
Practise (2014) and Dendrochronology (1998).

30)

The detailed processing and assessment of finds and samples will be included the
detailed project design/s prepared following consent.

31)

They will be exposed, lifted, cleaned, conserved, marked, bagged and boxed in
accordance with the guidelines set out in the UK Institute for Conservation
“Conservation Guideline No 2”.

Appropriate guidelines set out in the Museums

and Galleries Commissions “Standards in the Museum Care of Archaeological
Collections (1991)” will also be followed.

32)

All artefacts from the evaluation will, as a minimum, be washed, marked, counted,
weighed and identified. However washing artefacts may remove evidence of
archaeological value in some cases, such as when organic residues are discovered
adhering to pottery vessels. Some artefacts may therefore need to be treated
differently in order to preserve evidence that may be analysed at a later date.

33)

Bulk environmental soil samples for plant macro fossils, small animal bones and
other small artefacts will be taken from appropriately sealed and dateable
archaeological contexts. Sample sizes of 40l-60l should be collected or 100% of
15
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smaller features in line with Historic England’s ‘Environmental Archaeology’ (2011)
guidance note.
34)

Bulk environmental soil samples will be processed by flotation and scanned to
assess the environmental potential of deposits.

35)

In the event of discovery of any human remains (articulated or disarticulated,
cremated or unburnt), a Ministry of Justice Licence will be obtained prior to any
further disturbance (including where remains are to be left in situ). Initially the
remains will be left in situ, covered and protected, pending discussions with the
Senior Historic Environment Officer at SW Heritage regarding the need for and
appropriateness of their excavation/removal or sampling as part of the works.
Where deemed appropriate, the human remains will be fully recorded, excavated
and removed from the Site in compliance with the Ministry of Justice Licence.

36)

Finds, discovered by the Archaeological Contractor, falling under the statutory
definition of Treasure (as defined by the Treasure Act of 1996 and its revision of
2002) will be reported immediately to the relevant Coroner’s Office, the Finds
Liaison Officer (FLO) who is the designated treasure co-ordinator for Somerset
County Council, the landowner and the Senior Historic Environment Officer at SW
Heritage. A Treasure Receipt (obtainable from either the FLO or the DCMS
website) must be completed and a report submitted to the Coroner’s Office and
the FLO within 14 days of understanding the find is Treasure. Failure to report
within 14 days is a criminal offence. The Treasure Receipt and Report must
include the date and circumstances of the discovery, the identity of the finder (put
as unit/contractor) and (as exactly as possible) the location of the find.

37)

The pottery specialist employed by the archaeological contractor will be familiar
with local pottery types and with a record of publications in the region.

38)

The spot dating of pottery will be employed, where appropriate, to inform the
onsite evaluation methodology. Appropriate Specialists for the period will be used
to assess the pottery.

5.2

Excavation

5.2.1 The results of the archaeological evaluation will determine if further mitigation
measures will be required in advance of, or during construction. Mitigation might
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comprise a programme of excavation in advance of construction.

The detailed scope

will be set out in separate task specific method statements as discussed above.
5.2.2 The excavation area or areas will be set out using GNSS. Minor adjustments to the
layout may be required to take account of any onsite constraints such as vegetation or
located services. The locations of excavated areas will be tied in the Ordnance Survey
(OS) National Grid and Ordnance Datum (OD) as defined by OSGM15 and OSTN15.
5.2.3 The excavation area or areas will be excavated using a suitable machine with a
toothless bucket. Machine excavation will be under constant supervision and instruction
of the monitoring archaeologist, and will proceed in level spits of approximately 50200mm until either the archaeological horizon or the natural geology is exposed. Where
necessary, the surface of archaeological deposits will be cleaned by hand.
5.2.4 A sample of the archaeological features and deposits identified will be hand excavated,
sufficient to address the aims of the excavation. The following minimum sampling levels
is proposed:
•

50% of all discrete archaeological features (eg pits, post holes);

•

50% of all structural features (eg ring ditches, roundhouse gullies, beam slots)
including all terminals and feature intersections except if in situ built termains
are

revealed,

where

they

will

be

cleaned

and

recorded

pending

the

implementation of a detailed excavation and recording strategy (to be agreed
with all parties);
•

50-100% of features and deposits associated with specific domestic and/or
industrial activities (eg hearths, ovens, kilns);

•

100% of all inhumation and cremation burials and other cremation-related
deposits; and

•

10-20% of all linear features (eg ditches, gullies) including all terminals and
feature intersections.

5.2.5 Spoil derived from both machine stripping and hand excavation will be visually scanned
for the purposes of finds retrieval and will also be metal detected by trained
archaeologists. Artefacts and other finds will be collected and bagged by context.
5.2.6 Consideration will be given to the use of accredited local metal detector operators,
subject to written agreement regarding disclosure, surrender and ownership of finds not
falling under the Treasure Act 1996 (as amended by The Coroners and Justice Act
2009).
17
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Recording
5.2.7 A complete drawn record of excavated archaeological features and deposits will be
made. This will include plans and sections, drawn to appropriate scales (generally 1:20
or 1:50 for plans, 1:10 for sections) and tied to the OS National Grid. The OD heights of
all principal features will be calculated (as defined by OSGM15 and OSTN15) and the
levels added to the drawings.
5.2.8 A full photographic record will be made using digital cameras equipped with an image
sensor of not less than 10 megapixels. This will record both the detail and the general
context of the principal features and the site as a whole. Digital images will be subject
to managed quality control and curation processes which will embed appropriate
metadata within the image and ensure long term accessibility of the image set.
Photographs will also be taken of all areas, including access routes, to provide a record
of conditions prior to and on completion of the excavation.

Finds
5.2.9 All archaeological finds from excavated contexts will be retained, although those from
features of modern date (19th century or later) may be recorded on site and not
retained, depending on the research objectives of the project. Where appropriate, soil
samples may be taken and sieved to aid in finds recovery. Any finds requiring
conservation or specific storage conditions will be dealt with immediately in line with
First Aid for Finds (Watkinson and Neal 1998).
5.2.10 All retained finds will, as a minimum, be washed, weighed, counted and identified. They
will then be recorded to a level appropriate to the aims and objectives of the
excavation. The report will include a table of finds by period and/or feature group.
5.2.11 Metalwork from stratified contexts will be X-rayed and, along with other fragile and
delicate materials, stored in a stable environment. The X-raying of objects and other
conservation needs will be undertaken by the contractor’s in-house conservation staff,
or by another approved conservation centre.
5.2.12 Artefacts and other finds will be suitably bagged and boxed in accordance with the
guidance given by the relevant museum and generally in accordance with the CIfA
standards.
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Human remains
5.2.13 Any human remains (articulated or disarticulated, cremated or unburnt) discovered, will
be left in situ, covered and protected. A Ministry of Justice Licence will be obtained
before any further excavation.
5.2.14 Excavation and post-excavation processing of human remains will be undertaken in line
with current guidance documents (eg, McKinley 2013) and CIfA standards (McKinley
and

Roberts

1993).

Appropriate

specialist

guidance

will

be

provided

by

an

osteoarchaeologist, with site visits undertaken if required. The final deposition of human
remains, following analysis, will be in accordance with the terms of the Ministry of
Justice licence.
Treasure
5.2.15 The archaeological contractor will immediately notify the Senior Historic Environment
Officer at SW Heritage on discovery of any material covered, or potentially covered, by
the Treasure Act 1996 (as amended by The Coroners and Justice Act 2009). All
information required by the Treasure Act (ie, finder, location, material, date, associated
items etc.) will be reported to the Coroner within 14 days.
Environmental Sampling
5.2.16 All sampling will be undertaken following the archaeological contractor’s sampling
strategy specified in the method statement and the principles outlined in Historic
England’s guidance (English Heritage 2011 and Historic England 2015).
5.2.17 Depending on the size, complexity and duration of a site, the formulation of a sitespecific sampling strategy will be considered at an early stage. Initially informed by
prior works or predicted conditions, the strategy will be developed and adapted as the
excavation continues, with support provided by specialist site visits and/or phone advice
as appropriate. The aim of the strategy will be to effectively target both archaeological
and landscape features in order to address the aims and objectives of the project, if
appropriate with reference to local or regional research agendas.
5.2.18 Bulk environmental soil samples, for the recovery of plant macrofossils, wood charcoal,
small animal bones and other small artefacts, will be taken as appropriate from wellsealed and dateable contexts or features. In general, features directly associated with
particular activities (eg, pits, latrines, cesspits, hearths, ovens, kilns, and corn driers)
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should be prioritised for sampling over features, such as ditches or postholes, which are
likely to contain reworked and residual material.
5.2.19 If waterlogged or mineralised deposits are encountered, an environmental sampling
strategy will be devised and agreed with the Senior Historic Environment Officer at SW
Heritage and the Historic England Regional Science Advisor.
5.2.20 Any samples will be of an appropriate size – typically 40 litres for the recovery of
environmental evidence from dry contexts, and 10 litres from waterlogged deposits.
5.2.21 Following specialist advice, other sampling methods such as monolith, Kubiena or
contiguous small bulk (column) samples may be employed to enable investigation of
deposits with regard to microfossils (eg, pollen, diatoms) and macrofossils (eg,
molluscs, insects), soil micromorphological or soil chemical analyses.
5.2.22 Bulk environmental soil samples will be processed by standard flotation methods and
scanned to assess the environmental potential of deposits. The flot will be retained on a
0.25 mm mesh, with residues fractionated into 5.6/4 mm, 2 mm, 1 mm and 0.5 mm
and dried if necessary. Coarse fraction (>5.6/4 mm) will be sorted, weighed and
discarded, with any finds recovered given to the appropriate specialist. Finer residues
will be retained until after any analyses, and discarded following final reporting (in
accordance with the Selection policy, below).
5.2.23 In the case of samples from cremation-related deposits the flots will be retained on a
0.25 mm mesh, with residues fractionated into 4 mm, 2 mm and 1 mm. In the case of
samples from inhumation deposits, the sample will be artefact sieved through 9.5 mm
and 1 mm mesh sizes. The coarse fractions (9.5 mm) will be sorted with any finds
recovered given to the appropriate specialist together with the finer residues.
5.2.24 Any waterlogged or mineralised samples will be processed by standard waterlogged
flotation methods.
5.3

Archaeological Monitoring

5.3.1 The results of the archaeological evaluation will determine if further mitigation
measures will be required in advance of or during construction. Mitigation might
comprise a programme of archaeological monitoring during construction groundworks.
The detailed scope will be set out in separate task specific method statements as
discussed above.
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5.3.2 The archaeological monitoring will be undertaken by at least one archaeologist subject
to the number of site operations being carried out at any one time. All mechanical
excavation will, where possible, be undertaken using a toothless ditching bucket, and
will be constantly monitored by the watching archaeologist.
5.3.3 Without causing unnecessary delay to the groundwork programme, the archaeologist
may ask for the groundwork to be temporarily halted whilst investigations are carried
out. If appropriate, areas of archaeological interest will be defined and suitably
protected in advance of their investigation and recording.
5.3.4 Where necessary, the surface of archaeological deposits will be cleaned by hand. A
sample of the archaeological features and deposits identified will be hand-excavated
and recorded, sufficient to address the aims of the watching brief. Spoil derived from
both machine stripping and hand-excavation will be visually scanned for the purposes of
finds retrieval, and where appropriate will also be metal-detected by trained
archaeologists. Artefacts and other finds will be collected and bagged by context.
Recording
5.3.5 A complete drawn record of excavated archaeological features and deposits will be
made. This will include plans and sections, drawn to appropriate scales (generally 1:20
or 1:50 for plans, 1:10 for sections) and tied to the OS National Grid. The OD heights of
all principal features will be calculated (as defined by OSGM15 and OSTN15) and the
levels added to the drawings.
5.3.6 A full photographic record will be made using digital cameras equipped with an image
sensor of not less than 10 megapixels. This will record both the detail and the general
context of the principal features and the site as a whole. Digital images will be subject
to managed quality control and curation processes which will embed appropriate
metadata within the image and ensure long term accessibility of the image set.
Photographs will also be taken of all areas, including access routes, to provide a record
of conditions prior to and on completion of the excavation.
Finds
5.3.7 All archaeological finds from excavated contexts will be retained, although those from
features of modern date (19th century or later) may be recorded on site and not
retained, depending on the research objectives of the project. Where appropriate, soil
samples may be taken and sieved to aid in finds recovery. Any finds requiring
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conservation or specific storage conditions will be dealt with immediately in line with
First Aid for Finds (Watkinson and Neal 1998).
5.3.8 All retained finds will, as a minimum be washed All retained finds will, as a minimum,
be washed, weighed, counted and identified. They will then be recorded to a level
appropriate to the aims and objectives of the excavation. The report will include a table
of finds by period and/or feature group.
5.3.9 Metalwork from stratified contexts will be X-rayed and, along with other fragile and
delicate materials, stored in a stable environment. The X-raying of objects and other
conservation needs will be undertaken by the contractor’s in-house conservation staff,
or by another approved conservation centre.
5.3.10 Artefacts and other finds will be suitably bagged and boxed in accordance with the
guidance given by the relevant museum and generally in accordance with the CIfA
standards.
Human remains
5.3.11 Any human remains (articulated or disarticulated, cremated or unburnt) discovered, will
be left in situ, covered and protected. A Ministry of Justice Licence will be obtained
before any further excavation.
5.3.12 Excavation and post-excavation processing of human remains will be undertaken in line
with current guidance documents (eg, McKinley 2013) and CIfA standards (McKinley
and

Roberts

1993).

Appropriate

specialist

guidance

will

be

provided

by

an

osteoarchaeologist, with site visits undertaken if required. The final deposition of human
remains, following analysis, will be in accordance with the terms of the Ministry of
Justice licence.
Treasure
5.3.13 The archaeological contractor will immediately notify the Senior Historic Environment
Officer at SW Heritage on discovery of any material covered, or potentially covered, by
the Treasure Act 1996 (as amended by The Coroners and Justice Act 2009). All
information required by the Treasure Act (ie, finder, location, material, date, associated
items etc.) will be reported to the Coroner within 14 days.
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Environmental Sampling
5.3.14 All sampling will be undertaken following the archaeological contractor’s sampling
strategy specified in the method statement and principles outlined in Historic England’s
guidance (English Heritage 2011 and Historic England 2015).
5.3.15 Depending on the size, complexity and duration of a site, the formulation of a sitespecific sampling strategy will be considered at an early stage. Initially informed by
prior works or predicted conditions, the strategy will be developed and adapted as the
excavation continues, with support provided by specialist site visits and/or phone advice
as appropriate. The aim of the strategy will be to effectively target both archaeological
and landscape features in order to address the aims and objectives of the project, if
appropriate with reference to local or regional research agendas.
5.3.16 Bulk environmental soil samples, for the recovery of plant macrofossils, wood charcoal,
small animal bones and other small artefacts, will be taken as appropriate from wellsealed and dateable contexts or features. In general, features directly associated with
particular activities (eg, pits, latrines, cesspits, hearths, ovens, kilns, and corn driers)
should be prioritised for sampling over features, such as ditches or postholes, which are
likely to contain reworked and residual material.
5.3.17 If waterlogged or mineralised deposits are encountered, an environmental sampling
strategy will be devised and agreed with the Senior Historic Environment Officer at SW
Heritage and the Historic England Regional Science Advisor.
5.3.18 Any samples will be of an appropriate size – typically 40 litres for the recovery of
environmental evidence from dry contexts, and 10 litres from waterlogged deposits.
5.3.19 Following specialist advice, other sampling methods such as monolith, Kubiena or
contiguous small bulk (column) samples may be employed to enable investigation of
deposits with regard to microfossils (eg, pollen, diatoms) and macrofossils (eg,
molluscs, insects), soil micromorphological or soil chemical analyses.
5.3.20 Bulk environmental soil samples will be processed by standard flotation methods and
scanned to assess the environmental potential of deposits. The flot will be retained on a
0.25 mm mesh, with residues fractionated into 5.6/4 mm, 2 mm, 1 mm and 0.5 mm
and dried if necessary. Coarse fraction (>5.6/4 mm) will be sorted, weighed and
discarded, with any finds recovered given to the appropriate specialist. Finer residues
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will be retained until after any analyses, and discarded following final reporting (in
accordance with the Selection policy, below).
5.3.21 In the case of samples from cremation-related deposits the flots will be retained on a
0.25 mm mesh, with residues fractionated into 4 mm, 2 mm and 1 mm. In the case of
samples from inhumation deposits, the sample will be artefact sieved through 9.5 mm
and 1 mm mesh sizes. The coarse fractions (9.5 mm) will be sorted with any finds
recovered given to the appropriate specialist together with the finer residues.
5.3.22 Any waterlogged or mineralised samples will be processed by standard waterlogged
flotation methods.
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6.0

REPORT

6.1

A report on the results of each phase of archaeological work will be prepared, both in
bound paper format with colour images, and also in electronic format as a PDF with a
minimum file size of 300dpi.

6.2

The report should include as a minimum:
i.

The archaeological contractors site/finds code

ii.

Perceived archaeological potential of the site and vicinity from documentary
sources

–

historic,

cartographic,

archaeological,

HER,

geographical,

topographic and environmental.
iii.

The aims and methods adopted in the course of the fieldwork.

iv.

Illustrative

material

including

maps,

plans,

sections,

drawings

and

photographs as necessary: photographs should include images of work in
progress together with any significant features revealed.
v.

The nature, extent, date, condition and significance of the archaeological finds
with specialist opinions, recommendations for further analysis and parallels
from other sites if required.

vi.

The anticipated degree of survival of archaeological deposits across the site,
as affected by its present state and recent past (e.g. extent of quarrying).

6.3

Copies of the report will be sent to the to the Senior Historic Environment Officer at SW
Heritage for approval prior to submission to the LPA. Once approved a copy will be
submitted to the HER.

6.4

On completion of all archaeological works and to a timetable agreed with the Senior
Historic Environment Officer at SW Heritage a post excavation assessment report will be
prepared. The report will include details of any further analysis that may be required
prior to the publication of the results. The report will include proposals for publication in
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a suitable journal. The final report will be submitted to the Senior Historic Environment
Officer at SW Heritage for approval.
6.5

The HER will receive a CD containing an archive version of the final approved report and
a selection of site photographs that can be used (if required) for public engagement by
the HER.
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7.0

ARCHIVE

7.1

The integrity of the site archive should be maintained by the contractor until the close
of the project. The archive of all records and finds must be prepared consistent with
the principles set out in MORPHE Project Planning Note 3 (2008).

7.2

It will include all materials recovered (or the comprehensive record of such materials)
and all written, drawn and photographic records relating directly to the investigations
undertaken.

It will be quantified, ordered, indexed and internally consistent.

It will

also contain a site matrix, a site summary and brief written observations on the
artefactual and environmental data.
7.3

United Kingdom Institute for Conservation guidelines for the preparation of excavation
archives for long term storage (1990) will be followed. Arrangements for the curation
of the site archive will be agreed in writing with the recipient Museum who will issue a
museum acquisition number before site work commences.

7.4

The site archive is to be deposited as a single block at the close of the project with the
appropriate museum within 3 months of completion. It will then become publicly
accessible. The contractor will need to hold discussions with the museum curator prior
to archaeological work commencing regarding the collection and discard policy relevant
to the site, and to observe such requirements. If the museum is unable to accept the
archive an alternative solution regarding the storage of the archive will be found.

7.5

County Historic Environment Record Summary Sheets should be completed for the site,
as per the County HER manual and appended to the final report.

7.6

In addition, at the start of work (immediately before fieldwork commences) an OASIS
online record http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/projects/oasis/ must be initiated and key fields
completed on Details, Location and Creators Forms. All appropriate parts of the OASIS
online form must be completed for submission to the HER.

This should include an

uploaded .pdf version of the entire report (a paper copy should also be included with
the archive).
Transfer of Ownership
7.7

On completion of the archaeological project every effort will be made to persuade the
legal owner of any finds recovered (ie, the landowner), with the exception of human
remains and any objects covered by the Treasure Act 1996 (as amended by the
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Coroners and Justice Act 2009), to transfer their ownership to the museum in a written
agreement.
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8.0

PUBLIC OUTREACH

8.1

A programme of public outreach will be undertaken by the archaeological contractor.
Subject to health and safety considerations and client approval this may include a
controlled public open day or days. This would be better placed to occur following the
evaluation during any programme of archaeological excavation. Consideration will be
given to online articles/social media and offsite display boards to provide updates on
the progress of the fieldwork. On completion of the fieldwork a series of talks will be
undertaken by the appointed contractor to local societies and residents as appropriate.

8.3

Consideration will be given to including a permanent heritage interpretation board
within the Site. In addition where the results of the archaeological mitigation measures
warrant it and where the development allows it, consideration will be given to
preserving the outline of significant features excavated during the fieldwork in the
design of the future development.

29

JAC25620

Written Scheme of Investigation for Archaeological Mitigation
Land at Templecombe, Somerset

9.0

OTHER MATTERS

9.1

Archaeological Contractor

9.1.1 The Archaeological Contractor appointed to undertake the archaeological fieldwork will
have experience in working on similar rural sites and the relevant geology.
9.1.2 The field team deployed by the Archaeological Contractors will include only full time
professional archaeological staff.
9.1.3 The Archaeological Contractors appointed will be a body on the CIfA Register of
Archaeological Organisations.
9.2

Standards

9.2.1 The appointed contractor will follow the Code of Practise and the Code of Approved
Practise for the Regulation of Contractual Arrangements in Field Archaeology of the
Chartered Institute for Archaeologists and the standards set out in the Somerset
Archaeological Handbook (SW Heritage Trust 2017).
9.2.2 All staff supplied by the archaeological contractor will be employed in line with the
Chartered Institute for Archaeologist’s Codes of Practise and be members of the
Chartered Institute for Archaeologists.
9.2.3 Provision would be made for monitoring of all stages of the project by the client and the
local planning authority and their representatives.
9.3

Insurance and Health and Safety

9.3.1 The archaeological contractor will maintain both public liability and professional
indemnity insurance to suitable levels of coverage. Full details of insurance cover can
be supplied on request.
9.3.2 All work will be carried out to comply with

the Health and Safety and Work etc Act

1974 and the Management of Health and Safety Regulations 1999.

30

JAC25620

Written Scheme of Investigation for Archaeological Mitigation
Land at Templecombe, Somerset

SOURCES CONSULTED
Chartered Institute for Archaeologists Guidelines:
http://www.archaeologists.net/sites/default/files/node-files/code_conduct.pdf
http://www.archaeologists.net/sites/default/files/node-files/ifa_code_practice.pdf
National Guidance:
Department of Communities and Local Government National Planning Policy Framework 2019
Guidelines:
Historic England 2011 Environmental Archaeology: A Guide to the Theory and Practise of
Methods from Sampling and Recovery to Post Excavation
Historic England 2015 Geoarchaeology: Using Earth Sciences to Understand the Archaeological
Record
Historic England 2014 Animal Bones and Archaeology: Guidelines for Best Practise
Historic England 2016
Assessment Techniques

Preserving

Archaeological

Remains;

Appendix

2

Preservation

Historic England 1998 Dendrochronology
MAP2 Management of Archaeological Projects (Second Edition) 1991
MoRPHE Management of Research Projects in the Historic Environment The MoRPHE Project
Managers’ Guide 2009
MoRPHE Management of Research Projects in the Historic Environment PPN 3: Archaeological
Excavation January 2008
Museums and Galleries Commissions Standards in the Museum Care of Archaeological
Collections 1991
SW Heritage Trust 2017 Somerset Archaeological Handbook
United Kingdom Institute for Conservation (UKIC) Conservation Guideline No 2 (n/d)
United Kingdom Institute for Conservation (UKIC) guidelines for the preparation of excavation
archives for long term storage 1990
Site Specific:
AC Archaeology 2004 Land Adjacent to Templars Barton, High Street, Templecombe, Somerset
Results of an Evaluation
Archaeological Surveys 2019 Land at Templecombe, Somerset Magnetometer Survey Report
CgMs 2019 Archaeological Desk Based Assessment Land at Templecombe, Somerset
Harding et al 1995 Archaeological Investigations at Templecombe

31

JAC25620

TL 30/10/2019

South Glamorgan

B3
14

5

Project Ref: N:\25000-25999\25620 - Land at Templecombe\Figures\Mapping\GIS\Projects\Figure 1 RPS.mxd

Bristol

South
Cheriton

57
A3

Wiltshire

Horsington

A 35

Somerset

7

Abbas Combe

Templecombe

(
!

Yenston

Dorset

0
A3

A3
57

Henstridge
Ash
A 30

Henstridge
Towns End

122000

A3
0

122500

57
A3

Kingsbury
Regis

371000

Site Boundary

±

371500

0

50

100

150 m

Scale at A4: 1:5,000

Figure 1
Site Location Plan
© Crown Copyright and database right 2019. All rights reserved. Licence number 100035207

TL / 06/11/19

Legend
Site Boundary
Evaluation Trenches Excavated in
1995 and 2007
Proposed Trench Location
Slurry Beds and Pond

Area 1

Area 2

N

0

10

20m

Scale at A3: 1:1,250

MAKING
COMPLEX
EASY

Area 3

Figure 2
Area 4

©

Proposed Trench Location Plan

TL / 05/12/19

Legend
Site Boundary
Proposed Trench Location

N

Not to Scale:
Illustrative Only

MAKING
COMPLEX
EASY

Figure 3
Proposed Trench Location Plan
(Proposed Development Plan)

©

rpsgroup.com

