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1.

Introduction

1.1.

Aspect Ecology was commissioned by Gleeson Strategic Land Ltd in December 2020 to undertake
a Biodiversity Net Gain Assessment (BNGA) for the proposed development of land at Manor
Farm, Templecombe.

1.2.

To quantify the level of biodiversity net gain that can be delivered under the proposed
development, the change in biodiversity value resulting from the scheme has been calculated
using the Defra Biodiversity Metric 2.0 calculation tool and associated user guide1. This takes
account of the size, distinctiveness and ecological condition of existing and proposed habitat
areas to provide a proxy measure of the present and forecast biodiversity value of a site, and
therefore determine the overall change in biodiversity value. These calculations are provided at
the end of this note.

1.3.

To establish the habitat baseline, broad habitat areas have been identified based on the
ecological survey work undertaken at the site, the results of which are set out with Aspect
Ecology’s Ecological Appraisal, dated November 2019 and subsequent Addendum dated June
2020 (see Baseline Habitat Plan at Appendix 5629/1). Habitat conditions have been assigned
based on the guidance set out in the Technical Supplement2, other appropriate guidance and
professional judgement.

1.4.

The post‐development information used to inform the BNGA has been taken from the Indicative
Landscape Strategy Plan produced by David Williams Landscape Consultancy (Revision I) (see
Post‐development Metric Habitat Plan at Appendix 5629/2).

1.5.

Strategic Significance. An element of strategic significance is built into the beta version of the
Biodiversity Metric 2.0. It gives additional unit value to habitats that are located in preferred
locations for biodiversity and other environmental objectives at a landscape scale. The site is
not located adjacent to any areas of Priority Habitat and is bound by Templecombe and
agricultural fields. The area is not located within an area identified within current local strategy
for targeting biodiversity improvement. As such the baseline and post development habitats are
all assigned a score of 1 for strategic significance (i.e. not in local strategy).

1.6.

Connectivity. Following a consultation on the beta version of the Biodiversity Metric 2.0 Natural
England produced a response dealing with the main issues raised3. This confirms that the
decision has been taken to fix connectivity at Low for all habitats until the metric is next
reviewed.

1

Natural England (July 2019) Natural England Joint Publication JP029. The Biodiversity Metric 2.0: auditing and accounting
for biodiversity – User Guide. Beta Version.
2
Natural England (July 2019) Natural England Joint Publication JP029. The Biodiversity Metric 2.0: auditing and accounting
for biodiversity – Technical Supplement. Beta Edition
3
Natural England (August 2020) The Biodiversity Metric 2.0 – Beta Test Version ‐ Consultation Response.
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2.

Biodiversity Net Gain Assessment

2.1.

The following section provides a systematic review of the input information, rationalising the habitat categories and their condition chosen from the
drop‐down menus of the BIA calculator. Worksheets from the completed DEFRA 2.0 Biodiversity Impact Assessment Calculation Tool are provided at
Appendix 5629/3.
A‐1 Site Habitat Baseline (Pre‐development)
Habitat
Grassland
Grassland

Rationale for Habitat Type
–

Condition

Condition Rationale

Modified Found to be species‐poor semi‐improved Poor
grassland based on Phase 1 habitat types.

Dominated by coarse grass species and grazed by sheep
with a low herb diversity.

Sparsely Vegetation Land – Tall ruderal vegetation with abundant Nettle, Poor
Ruderal/Ephemeral
Dock, Spear Thistle and Willowherb.

High abundance of undesirable species Nettle, Dock and
Spear Thistle.

Sparsely Vegetation Land – Area of recolonising ground dominated by Poor
Ruderal/Ephemeral
ephemeral/short perennial species.

Small areas of disturbed ground near to buildings of low
biodiversity value.

Lakes – Ponds (Non‐Priority Interconnecting ponds which appear to Poor
Habitat)
function as part of slurry treatment network

Poor water quality, no aquatic/emergent vegetation. Fails
the majority of condition assessment criteria.

Urban – Developed land; Car parking, access and farm yards
sealed surface
Urban – Developed land; Buildings
sealed surface

N/A

No assessment required.

N/A

No assessment required.
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A‐2 Site Habitat Creation (Post‐development)
Habitat

Target Condition

Condition Rationale

Grassland – Other Neutral Moderate
Grassland

Swathes of species‐rich wildflower grassland will be created within the site. This grassland will be
managed for the benefit of biodiversity and it is considered that the grassland will reach at least
moderate condition, with the potential to reach good condition.

Woodland and Forest – Moderate
Other Woodland;
Broadleaved.

The woodland will comprise a range of native tree and shrub species with a sinuous edge created with
adjacent wildflower grassland creation. The woodland would receive ongoing ecologically sensitive
management such that it would be expected to reach moderate condition. Good condition has not
been selected as it would not have a diverse age and height structure or in the medium term standing
deadwood.

Heathland and
Mixed Scrub

Areas of diverse native scrub planting are expected to reach moderate condition, but lacking a good
age range and clearings/glades required to achieve good condition.

Shrub

Urban – Amenity Grassland

– Moderate
Poor

Amenity grassland with regular intensive management.

Urban – Sustainable Urban Moderate
Drainage Feature

Swales and SuDS features will be seeded with a suitable native species mix and subject to ongoing
ecological management.

Urban – Developed Land; N/A
Sealed Surface
Urban – Vegetated Garden
Poor

Buildings and hardstanding, no condition assessment required.
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Private gardens, will likely include a mix of habitat types and therefore condition assumed as poor.
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B‐1 Site Hedgerow Baseline (Pre‐development)
Habitat
Hedge Ornamental
Native (H2 and H3)
Native Hedgerow (H4)

Rationale for Habitat Type
Non Cherry Laurel hedgerows

Condition

Condition Rationale

Moderate

Fails four condition criteria

Hedgerow comprises 3 or less native woody Moderate
species per 30m

Fails three condition criteria

B‐2 Site Hedgerow Creation (Post‐development)
Habitat

Target Condition

Condition Rationale

Native Species‐rich
Good
Hedgerow
with
Trees
(Hedgerows A, B, C and D)

New hedgerow planting with trees at site boundaries will be species‐rich and much of the length will
be adjacent to native scrub planting. Hedgerows will be managed for biodiversity and it is considered
that all condition assessment attributes will be met.

Native
Hedgerow Moderate
(Hedgerows E, F and H)

Native hedgerows but likely impacted by some nutrient enrichment and heavier pruning due to the
location adjacent to built development, such that moderate condition is considered likely.

B‐3 Site Hedgerow Enhancement (Post‐development)
Existing Habitat

Proposed Habitat

Native Hedgerow

Native Hedgerow Moderate ‐ Good
with Trees
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Condition Change

Condition Rationale
Existing native hedgerow (H4) will be enhanced by bolstering with native trees
and adjacent native scrub planting to increase species diversity. Existing nutrient
enrichment and intensive management will be removed and the hedgerow
brought under ecological beneficial management to improve its structure.
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3.

Results

3.1.

In summary, the DEFRA 2.0 Biodiversity Impact Assessment Calculator indicates that the
development will result in a net gain of 19% Habitat Units (1.54 units) and 1,209% Hedgerow
Units (2.55 units). There are no river/stream features present within the site and, as such, no
score is generated for this section.

3.2.

It is possible for a 20% net gain in habitat units to be achieved through an increase of 0.03ha of
wildflower grassland or native scrub creation in place of areas of proposed amenity grassland,
which could be incorporated into the proposals to further enhance on‐site biodiversity post
development.

Appendices:
Appendix 5629/1 – Plan 5629/BIA1: Baseline Habitat Plan
Appendix 5629/2 – Plan 5629/BIA2: Post‐development Habitat Plan
Appendix 5629/3 – Completed BIA Calculator

Copyright
The copyright of this document remains with Aspect Ecology. All rights reserved. The contents of this
document therefore must not be copied or reproduced in whole or in part for any purpose without the written
consent of Aspect Ecology.

Liability
This report has been prepared for the exclusive use of the commissioning client and unless otherwise agreed
in writing by Aspect Ecology, no other party may use, or rely on the contents of the report. No liability is
accepted by Aspect Ecology for any use of this report, other than for the purposes for which it was originally
prepared and provided. No warranty, express or implied, is made as to the advice in this report.
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Key:
Site Boundary
Hedgerow
Retained Hedgerow
Amenity Grassland
Scrub
Wildﬂower Grassland
Swales
SUDs
Hardstanding
Gardens
Buildings
Woodland

HF
HB
HC

HA
HE

H4
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