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CHARD PUBLIC REALM SCHEME, CHARD TOWN CENTRE, SOMERSET

An Assessment of the Archaeological Potential of the Impact of the Proposal
Prepared by James L. Brigers, BA May 2021 on behalf of South Somerset District Council

Location: ST 3212 0858 (NW); ST 3248 0863 (NE); ST3228 0848 (S)
1.0 INTRODUCTION
1.1 Background & Terms of Reference
1.1.1 This report has been prepared in response to proposals for a wide scale enhancement
scheme in Chard town centre, predominantly in Fore Street, High Street, Boden Street and
Holyrood Street. The aim of the report is to identify the locations of specific sites of interest
within the scope of the development and assess the archaeological potential with a view to
formulating an appropriate mitigation strategy to be employed during the works.
1.1.2 The report outlines the historical development of the site and its surroundings through
the consultation of documentary sources and historic mapping as deemed relevant,
identifies the location of known heritage assets and Scheduled Monuments both within the
site and the immediate vicinity (as identified in the County Historic Environment Record)
and, where relevant assesses their significance. The information is employed to make
informed judgements on the impact of the proposed development on the significance and
setting of heritage assets and on potential buried archaeological remains in respect of local
planning authority policies and national planning policy regarding the historic environment
(appendix i & ii).
1.2 Location & Description (fig. 1)
1.2.1 The elements of the proposal area with which this report is concerned are within the
town centre of the South Somerset town of Chard defined by the above grid references and
confined to areas covered by the streets and footways of Fore Street, between the junctions
of Boden Street & Holyrood Street, the northern parts of Boden Street and Holyrood Street,
Howards Row and specific areas east of these areas on Fore Street at the junctions of
Marketfields and Silver Street. Currently the areas of Boden Street and Holyrood Street and
the junction with Silver Street are characterised by tarmac carriageway and footway
surfaces with concrete kerbs and surface drainage gulleys punctuated by a variety of
ironworks and steel bus shelters. Within the Fore Street area the surfaces of the footways
are of concrete block or slab paving and the main carriageway is of tarmac. Raised seating
areas with decorative brickwork area currently in existence either side of the junction with
Holyrood Street and trees grow in the footways on the south side of Fore Street. Either side
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Fig. 1: Chard Public Realm Scheme. Location of the Site
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of Fore Street are the unique rills that carry water from the Blackdown Hills to the west to
the catchments of the Rivers Yeo and Parrett to the north and to that of the River Axe to the
south. These currently flow within sectional concrete gulleys in most locations but in the
areas around the Guildhall frontage to the south brick-lined gulleys have been recently
provided.
1.2.2 The underlying solid geology throughout the proposal area consists of sandstone of
the Upper Greensand Formation overlain by head deposits of clay, sand and gravel1
1.2.3 All areas of the site lie within the Chard Town Centre conservation area.
1.3 The Proposal
1.3.1 South Somerset District Council has secured grant funding through Historic England’s
High Street Heritage Action Zone programme which has been match funded by SSDC to
provide sufficient resources to support a project to regenerate the historic heart of Chard’s
shopping centre. The funding will be invested around Fore Street and will include repairs to
existing shop fronts and a major upgrading of the streetscape to include improved drainage,
new surfaces to footways, widening and addition of footways along with the planting of
trees, de-cluttering street furniture and an enhancement of the historic rills which flank Fore
& High Streets2.
1.3.2 The works will involve significant areas of intrusive works, largely superficial but will
include areas of greater disturbance to facilitate the planting of trees, uprated drainage and
new kerb lines.
2.0 LEGISLATION & POLICY (appendix i & ii)
2.1 Statutory
Scheduled Monuments
2.1.1 Scheduled monuments are sites which have been selected to be of national
importance (Ancient Monuments & Areas Act (1979). Where scheduled sites are affected by
development proposals there is a presumption in favour of their physical preservation.
There is also a presumption against developments which have an impact on the integrity of
the setting of scheduled monuments. Any works, other than activities receiving class
consent under the Ancient Monuments (Class Consents) Order 1994, which would have the
effect of demolishing, destroying, damaging, removing, repairing, altering, adding to,
flooding or covering up a Scheduled Monument require consent from the Secretary of State
for the Department for Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS).

1
2

British Geological Survey, digital mapping
Based on information supplied by South Somerset District Council
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Listed Buildings & Conservation Areas
2.1.2 Listed buildings are protected under the Planning (Listed Buildings & Conservation
Areas) Act 1990. Section 66 of the Act requires that ‘In considering whether to grant
planning permission (or permission in principal) for development which affects a listed
building or its setting, the local planning authority or, as the case may be, the Secretary of
State shall have special regard to the desirability of preserving the building or its setting or
any features of special architectural or historic interest which it possesses.’ In the case of
Conservation Areas, Section 72 of the Act requires that ‘Special attention shall be paid to the
desirability of preserving or enhancing the character or appearance of that area’.
2.2 National Policy
2.2.1 General policy and guidance for the conservation of the historic environment are now
contained in Chapter 12 of the National Planning Policy Framework, or NPPF (Department
for Communities and Local Government 2012). Archaeological sites, buildings, parks and
gardens, conservation areas, battlefields or other aspects of the historic environment that
have significance because of their historic, archaeological, architectural or artistic interest
are now considered heritage assets under a revised policy system. The relevant policies are
listed in appendix ii.
2.3 Local Authority Plan Policies
2.3.1 South Somerset District Council policy in relation to the historic environment is
detailed in ‘South Somerset Historic Environment Strategy’, (South Somerset District Council
2017) and is covered by SSDC Policy EQ3 presented here in appendix i.
3.0 HISTORICAL CONTEXT
3.1 General
3.1.1 The gravels of the Axe Valley to the south east of the town at Tatworth have yield
many examples of stone tools of the Palaeolithic and Mesolithic periods indicating the
presence of very early populations in the area. Several sites demonstrating later prehistoric
activity exist in the landscape surrounding the town including a hill fort close to Wambrook3
to the south west and a large hill top enclosure at Nimmer4 to the north, but no evidence of
prehistoric settlement within the bounds of the town has yet been identified.
3.1.2 The principal Roman route to the south west, the Fosse Way5, runs to the north of the
town and villas have been identified at Wadeford6 to the north west, South Chard7, to the
3
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5
Soms HER PRN 41564
6
Soms HER PRN 53187
7
Soms HER PRN 53159
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south and villa or possible bath complex has been extensively investigated at
Whitestaunton8 to the west. Closer to the town, a possible Romano-British settlement was
exposed in the 19th century to the north of Crewkerne Road9 and recent investigation during
development to the north of High Street located a ditch containing RB material and
suggestive of a possible settlement of the period extending to the east under the current
line of Combe Lane10. It seems likely that more evidence of occupation during this period
remains to be discovered.
3.1.3 Despite the scattered evidence for earlier occupation it seems likely that the modern
settlement of Chard has its origins during the Saxon period. The estate is listed in
Domesday11 in 1086 as an estate of the Bishop of Wells and at this time probably consisted
of a small group of dwellings in the region of the church to the south of the modern town
centre in the area now known as Old Town and described in the 16th century as Old Chard
Tithing. It seems possible that the church formed part of the 11th century settlement and
the existence of a mill is also mentioned, although the location of this remains unknown. No
archaeological evidence for the Saxon occupation has yet been detected but a large
earthwork bank to the south west of Old Town is likely to date to the period and possibly
marks the contemporary boundary between Chard and Wambrook.
3.1.4 Like many large landowners during the medieval period the Bishops were keen to
increase the profitability of their holdings and in the early 13th century Bishop Jocelyn
granted a charter that enabled the borough to be formed which in 1206 contained 52
burgage tenements probably mainly laid out along the newly established Fore & High
Streets which formed the main axis and market place of the new town. It seems likely that
much of the existing street plan within the town centre was also laid out at this time and
tenements may well have also extended into Combe Street and Holyrood Street, possibly as
later medieval expansion. A Monday market and fair was formalised in 1253 by Bishop
William Button and the borough status of the town was confirmed by the King in 1285.
3.1.5 During the medieval period the town’s economy flourished as a result of the wool
trade based on an extensive cottage industry and a wide area around the town was
dependent on the income generated by this. In 1577 the town was devastated by a fire that
destroyed much of the town centre including numerous cloth stores. However, due to the
buoyant economy at the time repair and restoration was rapid and a survey in 1602 records
the presence of many new buildings. The wealth of high quality post medieval structures in
the town centre is a happy result of this period of re-building.
3.1.6 In the post medieval period the town continued to flourish, although now in the hands
of the Poulett family who temporarily lost the estate during the Commonwealth due to their
8

Soms HER PRN 53262
Soms HER PRN 53311
10
Soms HER PRN 15436
11
Thorne C & F ed. (Morris, J, Gen. Ed) 1980 ‘Domesday Book: Somerset’, para 6,4
9
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Royalist allegiance in the Civil War. The corporation was re-confirmed in 1683 and in 1685
the Duke of Monmouth passed through the town twice whilst rallying support prior to his
defeat at Westonzoyland. During this period the number of mills in the town continued to
multiply and by 1790 16 finishing mills are recorded as being in production.
3.1.7 Competition from the northern mill towns from the early 19th century and from Indian
cotton later caused the textile industry in the town to fall into decline. However, the 1820s
saw lace making established in the town, thanks largely to an influx of former workers in
that industry from Nottingham. The lace industry, alongside rope and linen manufacture,
continued to expand into the 20th century.
3.1.8 The town’s later prosperity and development was hampered by being by-passed by
the main Exeter road, which was diverted to run through Axminster. Communications
proved a continued issue and the town was avoided by main rail lines which ran to north
and south with the town only being connected to the network in 1860 when the Taunton to
Chard Junction branch reached the town with a station at Furnham to the north east of the
centre. In 1842 there was an ill-fated attempt to improve the situation by the construction
of a canal linking the town to the Bridgwater & Taunton Canal. This spelled financial disaster
for the investors12.
3.2 The Site (figs. 2-9)
3.2.1 The modern lines of Fore Street and Holyrood Streets are likely to be almost identical
to two of the principal streets of the medieval new town as laid out in the early 13th century.
Variations to these streets throughout the period would have been superficial and mostly
concerned with the frontages of the Burgage tenements that front them. Boden Street and
Marketplace are later additions to the plan the former appears to the follow the line of a
former alleyway. Howards Row demonstrates the characteristics of being of equally early
origin, possibly evolving from a side path accessing gardens and yards to the rear of the
frontage.
3.2.2 The great width of Fore Street was designed to accommodate the town’s market and
fair and the space would have been filled with rows of temporary and semi-permanent
structures used by merchants of all types to sell their wares. Little is known of the majority
of these but there is some information relating to the site and extent of the shambles, at
least in its later incarnation. These were recorded as standing to the west of the junction of
Holyrood Street & Fore Street prior to their removal in 1834 when they were described as
being of timber under a 20ft wide tiled roof13. The location of these is indicated on mapping

12

Largely disseminated from: Gathercole, C 2001 ‘An Archaeological Assessment of Chard; English Heritage
Extensive Urban Survey’, (Somerset County Council); pp 3-5
13
Soms HER PRN 53302
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of the town centre in 1820 along with two other rectangular structures of uncertain
function further to the west14 (fig. 2).
3.2.3 From possibly as early the 14th century the junction of Holyrood Street and Fore Street
was dominated by a structure that probably originated as a chapel but later became known
as the guildhall. In later years this would seem to have been extended by the addition of
extensions known as ‘The New Work’ in 1722; the entire structure was finally demolished in
1834. To the east and almost directly opposite the existing guildhall within the market place,
stood a structure known as the Market House that was used to host an assize by Judge
Jeffreys in 1685. Both of these structures are likely those depicted on an early 19th century
engraving showing a view of Fore Street (fig. 4). The date of construction of this building is
unknown but it was demolished along with the other structures in Fore/High Streets by
1834. The sites of each of these structures appear to be indicated on a more detailed
version of the 1820 mapping15 but further to the east of the locations marked on the later
19th century mapping by the Ordnance Survey and seemingly in conflict with contemporary
accounts that place the structure known as ‘The New Work’ at the intersection of four main
streets. This structure would seem to be an appendage to the guildhall that was demolished
by 1821 while the principal structure survived until 1834; the mapping of 1820 may be an
indication that the two were in fact separate structures with the guildhall standing to the
east, closer to the opening of Howards Row, which also seems to be shown on the mapping,
and ‘The New Work’ was more an appendage to the shambles than the guildhall.

Fig. 2: The town centre in 1820 showing structures to the W of Holyrood Street
(DD/SAS H528-A)

14
15

Somerset Heritage Centre DD/SAS H528-A
Somerset Heritage Centre DD/SAS H528-A
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Fig. 3: Mapping of 1820 (DD/SAS H528-B) showing structures within Fore Street

3.2.4 The medieval water supply to the town probably ran through Fore Street and was
probably conduited below the street, possibly employing the same source that now supplies
the rills to the north and south of the thoroughfare. Figure 4, shows a small square structure
towards the northern side of the street in the early 19th century that may be related to this
supply and suggests an underground culvert system. Mapping of c1880 by the Ordnance
Survey also indicates the locations of a number of conduits, mostly within Fore Street but
also in Holyrood Street (fig. 7).

Fig. 4: Engraving by Shepherd c1810. (Know Your Place)
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3.2.4 Boden Street did not originate as a component of the medieval street plan and its
location was most likely occupied by burgage tenement
tenement structures at the Fore Street
frontage. Mapping of the town centre by John Wood in 184016 (fig. 5) and the Ordnance
Survey in the later 19th century (fig. 7) both offer a very detailed representation of the
arrangement of tenement plots, roads and other
other features, the vast majority of which
probably corresponding to the medieval arrangement. The modern position of Boden Street
is shown to be occupied by one tenement to the west and a narrow lane or alleyway to the
south, the bounds of which are both likely
likely to be of medieval origin. The northern opening to
the alleyway here is indicated on the tithe map (fig. 6) and Wood’s map of 1840 (fig. 5) and
later identified as South Place.
3.2.5 The entrance to Marketplace, further to the east on the south side of Fore
F
Street, also
forms a later addition to the plan. The tithe map of the town centre, although not detailed
as the centre was a Corporation concern, does show the site of this access as a seemingly
vacant plot in 1840 (no. 1056a) and Wood, at about the same
same time identifies the owner of
th
the site
ite as Mrs Wilkins. By the time of later 19 century OS mapping this appears to remain
the case and the plot is identified as Keepings Row. Perhaps of interest is that this site is
depicted on the later mapping as containing a pronounced rectangular platform, possibly
marking the footprint of a former building.

Fig. 5: Detail of Fore Street area from John Wood’s map of 1840 (SHC: DD/X/KN1)

16
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Fig. 6:: Part of the town centre covering the proposal site from the Chard tithe map of 1840 with
the locations of modern Boden Street & Marketplace indicated (SWHT/SHC)

Fig. 7:: Area of the site in c1880 from OS 1st Edition 25” map (SWHT/SHC)
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3.2.6 Although almost certainly part of the medieval plan, Howards Row and the alleyway
that became Boden Street were never principal routes and probably served as simple
accesses to the garden plots and yards behind the tenements in their earliest form. Silver
Street, at the extreme east of the study area, lies beyond the bounds of the medieval
borough and displays a form that suggests a potentially early origin, pre-dating the
foundation of the new town in the 13th century and quite likely forming a component of the
Saxon landscape. The 1840 mapping shows this route forming a clear continuation from
what is now Furnham Road to the parish church in Old Town. The form of the junction
between Fore Street and Silver Street may have changed through the medieval period and it
is possible that the modern building line in this area lies to the south of that of the earlier
tenements.

Fig. 8: The area of the site in c1900-03, from OS 2nd Edition (SWHT/SHC)

3.2.7 The later and post medieval developments in the streets that make up the site are
unlikely to have resulted in significant changes to the general plan of the town or the
features known to have existed in Fore Street. The 1880s OS mapping is probably a fair
representation of the late and post medieval plan, with the obvious absence of the Fore
Street market place structures and the addition of the 1834 guildhall, and it is only after this
date that significant changes to the street plan begin to occur. The OS 2nd edition of c1900
(fig. 8) shows significant changes to the east where the cattle market has now been
established with an access to Fore Street across the formerly vacant Keepings Row and a
large part of the remainder of this plot is now occupied by the Methodist chapel which still
exists as a prominent landmark. The southern part of Boden Street has by this time been
constructed but has yet to reach the Fore Street frontage where its antecedent alleyway
and tenement to the west remains is now identified as South Place. Aside from the apparent
11
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removal of the several conduits depicted on the earlier mapping little change seems to have
occurred in the remainder of Fore Street and Holyrood Street.
3.2.8 Pre-war
war OS mapping as a revision to the 2nd Edition (fig. 9) shows the completion of
the northern extension of Boden Street through to Fore Street, here not as wide as the
earlier southern section but still necessitating the removal of a tenement to the west
through the widening of the former South Place. No further significant changes to the area
are identifiable at this time.

Fig. 9:: The area of the site in c1930, from OS 2nd Edition revision (SWHT/SHC)

4.0 EXISTING FEATURES & STRUCTURES (figs 10-13)
4.1 Visual survey of the full extent of the proposal area in May 2021 allows the conclusion
that no significant standing features exist within the scope of the proposed development. In
Holyrood Street, Boden Street at the eastern gateway site the footways were found to be of
late 20th century tarmac,, occasionally concrete slab with concrete kerb construction. On
both sides of Fore Street later surfaces of brick paviers and concrete slab were dominant as
also through Howards Row and at the junction with Market place. The area of paving within
the area of the projecting portico of the guildhall is of recently laid textured, stone-effect
stone
concrete (figs. 7 & 8). None of the surviving ironworks or street furniture is considered to be
of significance.
4.2 The gulleys containing rills either side of Street were found to have been recently
replaced in the vicinity of the guildhall where formed of brick (fig. 9).. Elsewhere the streams
12
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flow through sectional concrete gulleys of mid 20th century date, in places edged with kerbs
of edge-set blue lias limestone (fig. 10). Again, these structures are all of recent date and
may not be considered to be of significance.

Fig. 10: General view of Holyrood Street from S

Fig. 11: General view of S side of Fore Street to W of the Guildhall
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Fig. 12: Detail of existing rill to W of Guildhall

Fig. 13: Detail of rill at junction of Boden Street & Fore Street
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5.0 ARCHAEOLOGICAL POTENTIAL & IMPACT
5.1 Sites within the Proposal Area (fig. 11)
5.1.1 The details of the proposal as they stand suggest that there is unlikely to be any impact
beyond the confines of the existing road network. Consequently this section is only
concerned with known sites that lie within the scope of the development and those of
potentially earlier date than the medieval period that have been identified immediately
beyond the area but may extend into it. Below is an account of the known and heritage
assets within each street affected by the proposal along with an assessment of the potential
for the survival of other remains of archaeological significance not recorded on the County
HER.
5.1.2 The county HER identifies 4 sites that may lie within or extend into the areas likely to
be impacted and the study allows the suggestion of a further 10 areas likely to contain
archaeological remains of varying significance. The approximate locations of these are
shown on Fig. 11. The descriptions below also include an attempt, based on supplied and
available information, at assessing the significance of the potential remains and the likely
level of impact from the intrusive works associated with the proposal. The assessment of
significance is based on criteria listed in English Heritage Guidance Conservation PrincipalsPolicies & Guidance for the Sustainable Management of the Historic Environment’ (EH 2008);
the factors employed in this assessment are listed in appendix iii.
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Holyrood Street
5.1.2 CTC 1: Conduit & Possible Building Remains. The study identifies only one area in
Holyrood Street where there is potential for archaeological remains to be impacted. This is
at the former junction with Bath Street and early mapping suggests the possible presence of
structures here and a conduit. Any remains are likely to be degraded by later activity and
the impact of the works at this location is indicated as light.
Significance: Low
Impact: Adverse/low
Boden Street
5.1.3 CTC 6 & 7: Possible Medieval Remains. Boden Street was only formed in the first
quarter of the 20th century. Its route therefore runs through an area once occupied by a
medieval tenement, a probable medieval alleyway (South Place) and the backyard/garden of
the medieval tenement. It is therefore likely that the deeper groundworks here will impact
some evidence of medieval structures and occupation. However, the potential for survival
may be comprised by recent activities.
Significance: Low-Medium
Impact: Adverse/Moderate
Marketplace Junction
5.1.4 CTC 10: Possible Medieval Remains: Marketplace as an access to the cattle market
dates from the early 20th century and passes through a large plot that is likely to contain
medieval structural and occupation remains. It seems unlikely that the works will impact to
any great extent into the tenement site and the quality of any remains here is likely to be
compromised by recent activity.
Significance: Low-Medium
Impact: Adverse/Moderate-Low
Silver Street Junction (Eastern Gateway)
5.1.5 CTC 13: Possible Medieval Remains. There is some uncertainty of the precise line of
the frontages of medieval tenements in this area, if any existed. A possibility exists that
some remains of medieval structures/occupation may lie below the wide pavement here
along with potential for evidence of the early road line of both Fore & Silver Streets.
Significance: Low-Medium
Impact: Adverse/Moderate
17
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5.1.6 CTC 11: ‘Conduit’ marked on 1880s mapping. The conduit at this location possibly
stood on part of the medieval water supply system through Fore Street. Culvert conduit
remains may survive but are likely to be compromised by later activity.
Significance: Low
Impact: Adverse/Moderate
Fore Street
5.1.7 CTC 2 (HER 53307): Site of medieval and later shambles. Possibly not extending into
the affected area and remains likely to be ephemeral and compromised but if present and
exposed would have some significance in the understanding of the layout of the medieval
market. This study suggests that ‘The New Work’, mentioned in 1821 may have been
associated with this feature.
Significance: Medium
Impact: Low
5.1.8 CTC 3 (HER 53306): Medieval Chapel/Guildhall. This important building stood at the
junction of Holyrood Street and Fore Street until the 19th century and evidence suggests a
medieval origin. The foundations of this are quite likely to remain in situ and will contain
information relating to the origin and development of the main building and the later
extension known as the ‘New Work’. The supplied information suggests it is unlikely that
high impact works will encroach on the site to any great degree but this is a possibility of
some exposure of the peripheries.
Significance: High
Impact: Adverse/Low-Moderate
5.1.9 CTC 4 (HER 53305): Market House. Building of uncertain date of origin stood to the
north of the existing Guildhall and removed in 19th century. Foundations likely to remain in
place below existing carriageway and may extend into areas affected by the development.
Significance: High
Impact: Adverse/Low-moderate
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5.1.10 CTC 8; 9; 14: ‘Conduit’ marked on 1880s mapping. It is thought that the medieval
water supply was conduited through Fore Street; these features, along with CTC 11, may lie
on the line of this. It seems likely that some remains may exist that may provide information
on the early water supply but impact is likely to be light.
Significance: Low-Medium
Impact: Adverse/Light
5.1.11 CTC 12 (HER 15436): Romano-British Settlement, Combe Street Area. Romano-British
remains excavated in 2002 suggest the presence of a settlement extending east towards
Combe Street. The extent of this is unknown but there is a possibility that remains may lie
within the affected areas on Fore Street, particularly to the north.
Significance: Medium
Impact: Adverse/Low-Moderate
6.0 GENERAL CONCLUSION
6.1 The town of Chard has a long and complex history as a Saxon settlement that became an
important market centre during the medieval period and increasingly industrialised in later periods
to make a significant economic contribution to the county of Somerset and beyond through its
textile mills and later lace and rope industries. This history is illustrated by the wealth of built
heritage within the town and probable extensive archaeological remains are likely to survive with
the potential to provide further information on the early development of the Saxon settlement,
medieval borough and, quite probably, prehistoric and Roman occupation on the site.

6.2 The information consulted during the preparation of this assessment allows the
conclusion that the areas affected by the proposed town centre refurbishment are likely to
contain buried archaeological remains that will be adversely impacted by intrusive activities
associated with the development. The quality and extent of such remains is uncertain, but it
is considered that in most eventualities the levels of preservation are likely to be low as a
consequence of the shallow nature of the deposits and the high levels of disturbance likely
to have occurred in a group of town centre streets.
6.3 However, some of the potential sites identified within the area of the development may
be considered to be medium to high significance in the context of the understanding of the
medieval layout and chronological development of the town. It is therefore recommended
that the impact of the proposal on buried archaeological remains be mitigated by a
programme of archaeological monitoring to be defined in a written scheme of investigation
approved by South West Heritage Trust as principal consultee on heritage to South
Somerset District Council.

19

Appendix i) Local Planning Policy. South Somerset District Council Saved Policies in respect of Historic Environment and
Archaeology
Policy
Ref.
EQ3

Title

Scope Summary

Historic Environment

Heritage assets will be conserved and where appropriate enhanced for their historic
significance and important contribution to local distinctiveness, character and sense of
place. Their potential to contribute towards the economy, tourism, education and local
identity will be exploited. All new development proposals relating to the historic
environment will be expected to: • Safeguard or where appropriate enhance the
significance, character, setting and local distinctiveness of heritage assets; • Make a
positive contribution to its character through high standards of design which reflect and
complement it and through the use of appropriate materials and techniques; • Ensure
alterations, including those for energy efficiency and renewable energy, are balanced
alongside the need to retain the integrity of the historic environment and to respect the
character and performance of buildings, adopting principles of minimum intervention and
reversibility

Appendix ii) National Planning Policy
Policy
Ref.
NPPF

Title

Scope Summary

Conserving and
enhancing the historic
environment. Para 128

NPPF

Conserving and
enhancing the historic
environment. Para 129

NPPF

Conserving and
enhancing the historic
environment. Para 132

In determining applications, local planning authorities should require an applicant to describe
the significance of any heritage assets affected, including any contribution made by their
setting. The level of detail should be proportionate to the assets’ importance and no more
than is sufficient to understand the potential impact of the proposal on their significance. As a
minimum the relevant historic environment record should be consulted and the heritage
assets assessed using appropriate expertise where necessary. Where a site on which a
development is proposed includes or has the potential to include heritage assets with
archaeological interest, local planning authorities should require developers to submit an
appropriate desk-based assessment and, where necessary, a field evaluation.
Local authorities should identify and assess the particular significance of any heritage asset
that may be affected by a proposal (including by development affecting the setting of a
heritage asset) taking account of the available evidence and any necessary expertise. They
should take this assessment into account when considering the impact of a proposal on a
heritage asset, to avoid or minimise conflict between the heritage asset’s conservation and
any aspect of the proposal.
When considering the impact of a proposed development on the significance of a designated
heritage asset, great weight should be given to the asset’s conservation. The more important
the asset, the greater the weight should be.

Appendix iii)
Chard Public Realm Scheme: Definitions of Asset Significance as Employed in this Document
Significance (Value of Asset)
Very High

High

Medium

Low

Negligible

Unknown

Factors Influencing the Significance of a Heritage
Asset
• World Heritage Sites
• Assets of acknowledged international
importance
• Assets that can contribute significantly
to acknowledged international research
objectives
• Assets with very high evidential, historic
or archaeological value
• Scheduled Monuments
• Grade I & II* Listed Buildings
• Grade I & II* Registered Park or Garden
• Undesignated heritage assets of
exceptional quality or importance
• Conservation Areas containing very
important buildings
• Assets with high evidential, historic or
archaeological value
• Designated or undesignated assets that
have exceptional qualities or contribute
to regional research objectives
• Grade II Listed Buildings
• Conservation Areas containing important
buildings
• Grade II Registered Park & Garden
• Assets that can contribute to
acknowledged national research
objectives
• Assets with moderate evidential,
historical or archaeological value
• Designated & undesignated assets of
local importance
• Assets with degraded preservation
and/or contextual associations
• Assets of limited value, but with
potential to contribute to local research
objectives
• Assets with limited evidential, historic or
archaeological value
• Assets with very little or no surviving
archaeological, architectural or historical
interest
• Assets with no evidential, historic or
archaeological value
• The Importance of the resource has not
been ascertained

